
+

NIH Biosketch Changes: 
What you need to know



Research Communications Office

We’re here to help
 Editorial and graphics review

 Cathy Anthony

 Donna Gilbreath

 Heather Russell-Simmons

 Jennifer Rogers 

 Pre-award expertise and advice

 Marcia Ballard

 Markey website and newsletters

 Jonathan Coffman



NIH Biosketches

 Directly affect how the grant is reviewed – reviewers are asked to 
specifically consider how well suited personnel are for the work 
proposed

 NIH has updated their forms package, and all grants submitted on 
or after May 25, 2016 must use the FORMS-D package
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/all-forms-and-formats.htm

 Changes apply to all grant materials
 New grants
 Resubmissions
 Revisions
 Renewals
 Progress reports

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/all-forms-and-formats.htm


Overview of changes

 Prior biosketch changes are still in effect, with some clarifications 
in the FORMS-D release

 Prior changes (still in effect from May 2015) include:
 Page limit is now 5 instead of 4
 More publications
 Now can list up to 24 of your top pubs instead of just 15

 Contribution to Science
 Sample publications
 Optional link to your full publication history

 … Adds up to biosketches that are individually tailored to each 
grant application



Clarifications with FORMS-D

 NIH clarified the following points in the FORMS-D release:
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-16-080.html
 The URL for your publication list is optional. 
 IF you choose to provide it, it must be to a government website (.gov) like My 

Bibliography – other databases like Google Scholar are not allowed.
 Publications and research products can be cited in both your personal statement and 

your contributions to science.
 Graphics, figures and tables are no longer allowed.
 The past three years of research support no longer has to be listed in order of 

relevance.
 You can add other names used to author research products in section A (if your name 

has changed, for example).
 Research products can include conference proceedings (meeting abstracts, posters, 

or other presentations).
 Research products that are under development, such as manuscripts that have not 

yet been accepted, can be mentioned in the narrative sections, but cannot be cited. 

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-16-080.html


Are you using the right template?

OMB No. 0925-0001 and 0925-0002 (Rev. 10/15 Approved Through 10/31/2018)

FORMS-D has an approval date through October 2018



Who You Are
OMB No. 0925-0001 and 0925-0002 (Rev. 10/15 Approved Through 10/31/2018)



Your Personal Statement



Your Personal Statement
Don’t forget: 

 Talk about yourself and your work, but don’t discuss the merit of the 
actual project.

 Tailor it 100% to the proposal at hand.

 You can now support your statement with up to four peer-reviewed 
publications. 



Your Personal Statement



Positions and Honors



Positions and Honors
Positions and Honors can be tricky…

 This section is a little more flexible – more freedom to list some of 
your accomplishments. 

 Format these in an easy-to-read way (and make them consistent) –
cramming in too much can make it difficult to understand.

 Include what’s relevant to the science. Typically nothing that you 
did as a student if you’re already an accomplished investigator, 
and nothing on civic work/honors or non-academic work.



Positions and Honors



Contribution to Science



Contribution to Science
Biggest changes here! 

 Five most significant contributions; four publications/outcomes each. 
 But you can no longer include figures/graphics/tables.

 ½ page limit for each contribution.

 If you are a mentor on a training grant, one of your contributions should 
address your mentoring history or experience.

 URL to full list of published work is optional
 If you include, it must be to a government (.gov) site such as My Bibliography.



Contribution to Science



Contribution to Science

 What the link to your full published work might look like:

 List at the very end of your contributions section.

 Where do you even start? 



Contribution to Science
1. Log in to My NCBI (http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/)

2. Search for all of your publications in PubMed. Use the “send to” menu on the 
search results page to send the references to My Bibliography.

3. Click on the “My NCBI” in the upper right corner. Look for the My Bibliography 
box.

4. Click on “Manage My Bibliography.” It should be populated with all of your 
references.

5. If you have authored additional publications that aren’t included in PubMed, you 
can manually add them to My Bibliography by clicking on “Add Citation.”

6. At the top of the page is a link to make your bibliography “public.” When you click 
on this, it will show you the “public URL” that you can paste into your biosketch.

7. Keep your My Bibliography account up-to-date by periodically adding citations for 
your newly published articles.

http://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/sites/myncbi/


Other publication tips

 ONLY include publications that are published or accepted for 
publication – nothing in preparation or in review is allowed. 

 For publications listed either in your personal statement or as part of 
your contributions, remember:  
 Don’t list the DOI or the PMID – they’re not required and will just take up 

space (we always take them out) 
 Do list the PMCID – it’s absolutely required
 If your publication falls under the policy, it must have a PMCID.
 How do you know?
 It’s peer-reviewed.
 AND it’s published in a journal after April 7, 2008.
 AND it arises from any direct funding from an NIH grant/cooperative 

agreement, NIH contract, NIH Intramural Program, or an NIH employee



Research Support



Research Support



Research Support
Not many changes here, but lots of tips – it’s important to get these 
right.

 You don’t have to include ALL of your funding – what’s most relevant 
is most important.

 Only include the past three years of data.

 Never include your percent effort or direct costs.

 Getting all the pieces of information required is important.



Research Support

Funding number, PI

Funding agency

Grant title

Funding dates

Grant with no 
external funding 
number



What is SciENcv?

 SciENcv can help you create biosketches for multiple federal 
agencies. 

 You can transform an “old” biosketch into the new format, or 
switch from NIH to NSF. 

 YouTube with details: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRWy-
3GXhtU&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PRWy-3GXhtU&feature=youtu.be


Other great sources of information

 NIH Notice outlining May 2015 changes
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html

 NIH Notice outlining May 2016 (FORMS-D) changes
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-16-080.html

 NIH Grants and Funding FAQ
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm

 Blank biosketch form, instructions and sample
 http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm

 About PMCIDs
 http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm

http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-15-032.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/guide/notice-files/NOT-OD-16-080.html
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/policy/faq_biosketches.htm
http://grants.nih.gov/grants/forms/biosketch.htm
http://publicaccess.nih.gov/policy.htm


Thank you!

Contact RCO

 mccRCO@uky.edu 
 goes to all editorial staff members

 Jennifer Rogers
 jen.rogers@uky.edu
 3-8775
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